
Food 1
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Don’t sacrifice flavor in your cooking just because your favorite summer produce is out of season. Fresh 
berries can be frozen during summer to use all winter long. Also, try making pesto when there’s lots of fresh 
basil and freezing it in ice cube trays. The pesto cubes can be added to pastas, soups and stews to give them 
a little something extra in the winter.
 
When backyard garden tomatoes are no longer an option, consider canned tomatoes. Hunt’s tomatoes are 
picked at the peak of freshness, so you can make delicious pastas, salads and summery appetizers - even in 
winter when grocery store tomatoes lack rich color and flavor. For recipe ideas, visit: 
http://www.hunts.com/recipe.jsp. 

Favors 1

2

Give your guests an eco-friendly souvenir that encourages them to grow their own garden. Seed packets or 
even small herb plants make inexpensive party favors that your guests can actually use.

Have your guests bring their favorite garden-inspired recipes to the party to share with one another as a 
fun and personal memento of the party.

Games 1
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Make your party a potluck and have your guests rate their favorite dishes. You can create categories like “most 
original”, “spiciest” or “most impossible to turn down a second helping,” and the winners can take home prizes. 
You can print winner certificates, send them home with a special centerpiece, or even give gift cards – be 
creative!

Play “guess the ingredients.” Take one of the dishes you’ve prepared and have your guest try to guess a secret 
ingredient you used. The person who gets closest to figuring out the recipe wins a prize. You can give them 
the actual recipe (if the dish is a closely guarded specialty of yours) or a basket that includes some of the more 
exotic ingredients.

Have your guests bring a photo of their favorite food moment and ask everyone to vote on the best photo. 
You can make an ingredients gift basket so the winner can recreate one of the signature dishes you served 
during the party.

Décor 1
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Don’t just fill a single vase with flowers — get creative! Repurpose various sizes of glass vases and mason jars 
and create a unique table centerpiece or runner. Fill them with seasonal items such as pine cones and needles 
in the fall and winter, and wildflowers and greens in the spring and summer. Cluster them together or spread 
them in a single line down the length of the table. The idea here is not to create a perfect arrangement, but 
more of a wild statement that’s always in season.

Do the unexpected. If the weather’s too cold to host a party outside, bring the garden inside. Bring patio 
furniture and décor in to create a backyard feeling indoors. During warmer months, you can do the opposite. 
Bring a table and chairs from the inside, out! Dress it up with tablecloth, linen napkins, and fancy china. There’s 
nothing prettier than seeing a dressed “dining room” moved into the yard, with the garden as a backdrop!

Paper lantern shades are a great, inexpensive way to dress up a garden party. String them up — no lights 
necessary — and viola - garden party chic!
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